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5th and Highlan d CHURCH of CHRIST prod ucers of th e 
915 677-3522 / BOX 2439 / ABILENE , TE XAS 79604 
May 12, 1969 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Allen 
R.F.D. 1, Box 103C 
Bradner, Ohio 
Dear Mr. and Mrs. Allen: 
HERALD OF T RU T H 
Ra dio an d Tele vis io n Progr am s 
You were very thoughtful to write in response to our recent issue of 
20th Centur y Chri stian regarding the Madison Chu rch of Chri st . I 
can certainl y appreciate the reason that you que stion the use of th e 
term Madison before "Church of Christ. 11 
In v iew of my understanding of passages like Romans 1:7; l Co rinthians 
l :2; Acts 8: l and -Act s 9:31, th e re is no set Bibi ical pattern for th e name 
of the local congregation. This certainl y is the group of belie ve rs who 
_meet in Madison, Tennessee. More than that, th e Ne w Testam ent off e rs 
different names by which local cong regations were known, especiall y as 
church of God, (First Corinth ion s l :2 ) , and churche s of Chri st (Roman s 
16:16). In view of this fact I think your insist ence on a peculiar a rrange-
ment whereby the de scripti ve adjective comes at the e nd of the phrase 
"Church of Christ" to be pecul iar istic and almo st sectarian. You cer-
tainly have every right to use that form of address as you refer to congre-
gations. I do hope, however, that you will allo w us who see no ne ed of 
Bibi ica l nor personal reasons for such a rule to continue to refer to con -
gregations as the Madison church of Christ. 
Tha'nk you so much for your letter. I hope the 20th Century Chri stian 
comtinues to encourage your lives and commitments as New Testament 
Christi ans . 
Fraternally yours, 
John Allen Chalk 
Radio Evangelist 
JAC:hm 
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